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Convergent 
(Colliding) 

Plates move toward 

each other. One plate 

may sink beneath 

another (subduction). 

• Deep-sea 

trenches 

• Volcanic 

mountains 

• Island arcs 

• High 

mountain 

ranges 

The Andes 

Mountains / 

The Himalayas 

Divergent 
(Spreading) 

Plates pull away or 

move apart from each 

other. 

• Mid-ocean 

ridges 

• Rift valleys 

• New 

seafloor 

crust 

• Fissure 

volcanoes 

Mid-Atlantic 

Ridge / East 

African Rift 
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