CENTRAL AMERICA: VEGETATION &
TOPOLOGY

Region scope: Isthmus of Tehuantepec to Darien Gap

ZONAL
CATEGORY

Tropical
Lowlands

Montane

Forest

High Altiplano

Pacific Slope

Coastal Fringe

VEGETATION TYPE

Evergreen Rain
Forest

Cloud Forest / Oak-
Pine

Alpine Grasslands
(PAjramo)

Tropical Dry Forest /
Savanna

Mangrove Swamps

Reference ID: CA-VT-2024-001

TOPOLOGICAL
FEATURES

Coastal plains, river
basins

Volcanic axis, interior
highlands

Rugged peaks,
volcanic craters

Rain shadow plains,
foothills

Estuaries, lagoons,
barrier reefs

TYPICAL

ELEVATION

0 - 600m

600 - 1,800m

1,800m+

0 -1,000m

Sea Level

Field Notes: Data represents generalized ecological zones. Vegetation density is subject to
seasonal precipitation shifts (May-November). Topology is dominated by the Central American

Volcanic Arc.



