MAJOR SILK ROAD CROSSROADS

Historical Trade Hubs & Cultural Intersections

Chang'an (Xi'an)

Region: China (Eastern Terminus)

Significance: Departure point for caravans; center of Tang dynasty administration and
manufacturing.

Dunhuang

Region: Gobi Desert Edge

Significance: Strategic junction of Northern and Southern routes; major center for Buddhist art
and pilgrimage.

Kashgar

Region: Tarim Basin

Significance: Convergence of routes crossing the Pamir Mountains and Taklamakan Desert;
vital market hub.

Samarkand
Region: Central Asia (Sogdia)

Significance: Wealthy merchant city; known for paper production and Islamic scholarly
advancement.

Baghdad

Region: Mesopotamia

Significance: Scientific and commercial heart of the Abbasid Caliphate; link between Persia and
the West.

Constantinople

Region: Byzantium (Western Terminus)

Significance: Gateway to Europe; major maritime and terrestrial port for silk, spices, and luxury
goods.
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