
STRATEGIC BATTLE SITE ANALYSIS 

Civil War Cartographic Record 

ENGAGEMENT NAME 

Gettysburg, PA 
DATE RANGE 

July 1-3, 1863 
THEATER OF OPERATION 

Eastern Theater 

[ TOPOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AREA / COORDINATE GRID ]  

Confederate Position 

Union Position 

Key Elevation/High Ground 

Logistics/Supply Route 

TERRAIN FEATURE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE OPERATIONAL SUMMARY & NOTES 

Cemetery Hill Artillery Platform Primary Union defensive anchor; provides clear 

line of sight for long-range rifled cannonry 

across northern approach. 

Devil's Den Infantry Cover Significant boulder formations offering 

concealment; however, vulnerable to flanking 

maneuvers from Little Round Top. 

Seminary Ridge Assembly Point Wooded screen allowing for concealed troop 

movements and formation of the Confederate 

primary offensive line. 

STRATEGIC CONCLUSION 

The high ground retention by Union forces proved decisive. Control of the interior lines allowed for rapid 

reinforcement of threatened sectors, while the open topography of the valley floor rendered massive infantry 

assaults (Pickett's Charge) tactically unsustainable against modern rifled muskets.  


