
WESTERN THEATER: MAJOR 

BATTLE LOCATIONS 

1861 – 1865 Reference Chart 

BATTLE SITE STATE DATE STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Fort Donelson Tennessee Feb 1862 
Opened the Cumberland River for 

Union advance. 

Shiloh Tennessee Apr 1862 
End of Confederate hopes to regain 

West Tennessee. 

Vicksburg Mississippi 
May-July 

1863 

Union gained full control of the 

Mississippi River. 

Chickamauga Georgia Sept 1863 
Major Confederate victory; halted 

Union drive to GA. 

Chattanooga Tennessee Nov 1863 
Opened the "Gateway to the Lower 

South." 

Atlanta Georgia 
July-Sept 

1864 

Critical rail hub capture; ensured 

Lincoln's re-election. 

Franklin / 

Nashville 
Tennessee 

Nov-Dec 

1864 

Effective destruction of the Army of 

Tennessee. 
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