
GLOBAL FOREST COVERAGE 
Comparative Analysis: 1990 vs. 2020 

Reference: ENV-992-B 

Units: Million Hectares (Mha)  

GEOGRAPHIC REGION 1990 AREA 2020 AREA NET CHANGE VISUAL TREND 

Africa 710 636 -10.4% 
 

Asia 576 622 +7.9% 
 

Europe 989 1,017 +2.8% 
 

North America 752 751 -0.1% 
 

South America 946 844 -10.8% 
 

Oceania 185 185 0.0% 
 

Summary Observations 

Agricultural expansion remains the primary driver of deforestation in tropical regions, while natural expansion and 

afforestation programs contribute to gains in temperate zones. 

Data Integrity 

Figures rounded to the nearest Mha. Percentages reflect the net change relative to the 1990 baseline data points. 

Note: This document is a template intended for educational visualization. Data reflects 

generalized FAO Forest Resources Assessment trends.  


