
TAIGA BIOME COMPARISON CHART 

Boreal Forest Characteristics vs. Adjacent Ecosystems 

Feature 
Arctic Tundra 

(North) 
Taiga (Boreal Forest) 

Temperate Forest 

(South) 

Climate Arid, extremely 

cold, permafrost 

Subarctic, humid, long 

winters 

Moderate, four 

distinct seasons 

Vegetation Lichens, mosses, 

small shrubs 

Coniferous evergreens 

(Spruce, Pine) 

Deciduous trees 

(Oak, Maple) 

Soil Quality Nutrient-poor, 

frozen layer 

Acidic, thin, slow 

decomposition 

Rich, thick organic 

layer 

Biodiversity Low; highly 

specialized species 

Moderate; migratory 

seasonal focus 

High; diverse flora 

and fauna 

Precipitation 15-25 cm (Mostly 

snow) 

30-85 cm (Variable) 75-150 cm (Rain-

heavy) 
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