INVENTIONS THAT CHANGED
HISTORY

A Chronological Educational Reference
1440
The Printing Press

Johannes Gutenberg introduced movable type to Europe, sparking the Information Revolution
and the spread of literacy.

1769
Steam Engine

James Watt patented an improved steam engine design, driving the Industrial Revolution and
transforming manufacturing and transport.

1876
The Telephone

Alexander Graham Bell successfully transmitted the first intelligible speech, revolutionizing
global communication.

1879
Incandescent Light Bulb

Thomas Edison developed a practical, long-lasting electric light, fundamentally changing how
humans live and work after dark.

1903
The Airplane

Orville and Wilbur Wright achieved the first controlled, sustained flight of a powered, heavier-
than-air aircraft.

1928
Penicillin

Alexander Fleming discovered the first true antibiotic, ushering in the age of modern medicine
and saving millions of lives.



1989
World Wide Web

Tim Berners-Lee invented the system of interlinked hypertext documents, creating the modern
internet era.



