
T H E  H U M A N  N E RV O U S  S Y S T E M  
Structural and Functional Classification 

NERVOUS SYSTEM 
STRUCTURAL DIVISION 

CENTRAL (CNS) 

BRAIN 

Forebrain, Midbrain, 

Hindbrain  

SPINAL CORD 

Conduit for signals, 

Reflex coordination  
STRUCTURAL DIVISION 

PERIPHERAL (PNS) 

SENSORY 

Afferent division: 

Input to CNS  

MOTOR 

Efferent division: 

Output from CNS  

FUNCTIONAL (MOTOR)  

SOMATIC 

Voluntary control of skeletal muscles.  
FUNCTIONAL (MOTOR)  

AUTONOMIC 

SYMPATHETIC 

"Fight or Flight" 

Mobilizes energy  

PARASYMPATHETIC 

"Rest and Digest" 

Conserves energy  
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