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COMMON 
EXAMPLES 

Sedimentary Formed by the 
accumulation 
and lithification 
of mineral 
particles or 
organic matter. 

Distinct layers (strata), 
may contain fossils, 
often grainy or gritty 
texture. 

Sandstone, 
Limestone, 
Shale 

Igneous Formed 
through the 
cooling and 
solidification of 
magma or 
lava. 

Crystalline structure, 
random arrangement 
of minerals, no layers. 

Basalt, 
Granite, 
Obsidian 

Metamorphic Formed when 
existing rocks 
are subjected 
to intense heat 
and pressure. 

Foliated (layered) or 
non-foliated, dense, 
often shows wavy 
patterns. 

Marble, 
Slate, 
Quartzite 

 


