
ALGEBRA FOUNDATIONS 

Negative Numbers Quick Reference 

The Number Line 

-5-4-3-2-1 0 12345  

Multiplication & Division Rules 

Operation Result Example 

Positive (+) × Positive (+) Positive (+) 5 × 2 = 10 

Negative (-) × Negative (-) Positive (+) -5 × -2 = 10 

Positive (+) × Negative (-) Negative (-) 5 × -2 = -10 

Negative (-) × Positive (+) Negative (-) -5 × 2 = -10 

Addition Rules 

• Same Signs: Add the values and keep the sign. 

• Different Signs: Subtract the smaller from the larger; keep the sign of the larger value. 

Subtraction Rule 

"Add the Opposite" 

Change the minus sign to plus and flip the sign of the second number. 



a - b = a + (-b)  

Common Absolute Values 

|-7| = 7 |7| = 7 |-120| = 120 |0| = 0 

 


