
INTEGER OPERATIONS REFERENCE 

CHART 

Addition Rules 

Scenario Rule Example 

Same Signs (+) 

+ (+) 
Add values, keep positive 5 + 3 = 8 

Same Signs (-) + 

(-) 
Add values, keep negative 

-5 + (-3) = 

-8 

Different Signs 
Subtract smaller from larger, keep sign of 

larger absolute value 
-7 + 3 = -4 

Subtraction Rules 

The "Keep-Change-Change" Method: To subtract an integer, add its opposite.  

Original Rewrite as Addition Result 

8 - 10 8 + (-10) -2 

5 - (-3) 5 + 3 8 

-4 - 2 -4 + (-2) -6 



Original Rewrite as Addition Result 

-6 - (-9) -6 + 9 3 

Quick Summary 

• (+) + (+) = (+) 

• (-) + (-) = (-) 

• (+) + (-) = Sign of the "heavy" number 

• Double Negative: - (- ) becomes + 


