
ALGEBRA SIGN RULES FOR 

INTEGERS 
Addition (+) 

(+) + (+) = (+) 

(-) + (-) = (-) 

(+) + (-) = Use larger sign 

(-) + (+) = Use larger sign 

Subtraction (âˆ’) 

Rule: Keep, Change, Change. 

Add the opposite of the second number.  

5 âˆ’ 3 5 + (-3) = 2 

5 âˆ’ (-3) 5 + 3 = 8 

Multiplication (Ã—) 

(+) Ã— (+) = (+) 

(-) Ã— (-) = (+) 

(+) Ã— (-) = (-) 

(-) Ã— (+) = (-) 

Division (Ã·) 

(+) Ã· (+) = (+) 

(-) Ã· (-) = (+) 

(+) Ã· (-) = (-) 

(-) Ã· (+) = (-) 

Quick Tip: For Multiplication and Division, if the signs are the same, the result is positive. If 

the signs are different, the result is negative.  


