
RULES OF SIGNS FOR ALGEBRA 

Multiplication 

(+) × (+) = (+) Positive 

(−) × (−) = (+) Positive 

(+) × (−) = (−) Negative 

(−) × (+) = (−) Negative 

Division 

(+) ÷ (+) = (+) Positive 

(−) ÷ (−) = (+) Positive 

(+) ÷ (−) = (−) Negative 

(−) ÷ (+) = (−) Negative 

Addition 

(+) + (+) Add & keep (+) 

(−) + (−) Add & keep (−) 

(+) + (−) Subtract, keep sign of larger absolute value 

Subtraction 

a − b Keep, Change, Change 



a − (−b) a + b 

a − (+b) a + (−b) 

Key Reminders: 

• Same signs always result in a Positive (Multiplication/Division). 

• Different signs always result in a Negative (Multiplication/Division). 

• For Addition/Subtraction, the "larger" number dictates the final sign.  


