
CHINESE NUMBERS REFERENCE 

Basic Counting and Large Units Guide 

零líng 

0 

一yī 

1 

二èr 

2 

三sān 

3 

四sì 

4 

五wǔ 

5 

六liù 

6 

七qī 

7 

八bā 

8 

九jiǔ 

9 

十shí 

10 

百bǎi 

100 

UNIT CHARACTER PINYIN VALUE 

Thousand 千 qiān 1,000 

Ten Thousand 万 wàn 10,000 



UNIT CHARACTER PINYIN VALUE 

Hundred Million 亿 yì 100,000,000 

Quick Guide 

• 11 to 19: Use 十 (shí) + digit. (e.g., 12 is 十二) 

• Multiples of 10: Use digit + 十 (shí). (e.g., 30 is 三十) 

• The Number 2: Use 二 (èr) for counting/math, but use 两 (liǎng) when followed by a 

measure word. 

• Large Numbers: Chinese groups by 4 decimal places (myriads) rather than 3. 
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