
CHINESE NUMBERS REFERENCE 

CHART 

DIGIT STANDARD 
FORMAL 

(FINANCIAL) 
PINYIN 

CULTURAL MEANING 

/ NOTES 

0 零 零 líng 
Representing a void or 

beginning. 

1 一 壹 yī 
Unity, the whole, or 

loneliness. 

2 二 贰 èr 

Balance and symmetry. 

"Good things come in 

pairs." 

3 三 叁 sān 

Birth or life (sounds like 

"birth" in some 

dialects). 

4 四 肆 sì 
Unlucky; sounds like the 

word for "death". 

5 五 伍 wǔ 
Associated with the Five 

Elements (Wu Xing). 
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CULTURAL MEANING 

/ NOTES 

6 六 陆 liù 
Lucky; sounds like 

"smooth" or "flow". 

7 七 柒 qī 
Togetherness or 

holiness. 

8 八 捌 bā 
Most lucky; sounds like 

"wealth" or "prosper". 

9 九 玖 jiǔ 
Longevity; sounds like 

"long-lasting". 

10 十 拾 shí 
Completeness or 

perfection. 

100 百 佰 bǎi 
A fundamental unit for 

larger counts. 

1,000 千 仟 qiān 
Used for great 

quantities. 

10,000 万 萬 wàn 
The base unit for high 

numbers in Chinese. 

 


